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preparation. That most generally used is bleach cream—equal parts by
volume of bleaching powder and water well mixed. When extensive
areas of the body are involved the bleach can be conveniently applied
by means of a large whitewash brush. The bleach should subsequently
be washed off the skin; otherwise it will act as an irritant. Washing with
soap and water has a limited application; more rapid removal by one
or other of the methods outlined above is preferable in cases of gross
contamination.
The treatment of mustard gas casualties is not without danger to the
medical attendant, unless certain precautions are taken. In the first place,
an appreciation of the characteristic odour of the gas is essential, so that
contamination of the patient's clothes is recognized. Secondly, the
persistent nature of the gas must be borne in mind and the fact that
any of the wearing apparel of the patient, e.g. clothes and boots, may
continue to be a potential source of danger, unless removed from
the treatment room. Finally, the insidious method of action of the gas
indicates the danger of remaining in a detectable concentration for any
lengthy period unless a respirator and suitable protective clothing are
worn.
(/) Treatment
Lesions of the skin
The treatment of lesions of the skin resulting from mustard gas is
similar to that of thermal burns in general (see burns and scalds,
Vol. H, p. 723).
In the early stages of diffuse erythema there is not any pain, and only
a slight degree of irritation is experienced. The progressive tendency of
the action of mustard gas influences the line of treatment in as much as
each patient must be regarded as liable to suffer from a severe injury,
the degree of which may not be indicated by the earlier signs. For this
reason the skin should be cleansed with soap and water and the hair
of the pubes and axillae clipped short in all cases. To allay the irritation
which is often present in the early stages evaporating lotions may be
used, or a lotion containing calamine and 1 per cent of tannic acid such
as suggested by Mitchiner to relieve severe sunburn.
 
Vesication
  
 -	400 grains
 -	400 grains
 -	100 grains
1 fl. ounce
-	to 1 pint
Prepared calamine
Zinc oxide
Tannic acid
Glycerin -
Water    -
To be applied at hourly intervals till irritation is relieved.
Experience during 1917 to 1918 showed that dusting powders and
ointments are not to be recommended.
When the erythema is progressing to vesication the inflamed skin
becomes very fragile and is readily loosened by pressure or rubbing.
It is therefore important that the affected skin should be protected

